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It is almost two weeks in my city that one can feel the winter.
It is not freezing cold compared to the much northern cities,
however, it has been a bit cloudy since this morning, hoping for a colder weather,
but I don't talk about a meteorological case,
the case – as “Akhavan”i said and if feminist activists would not blame – is
a rudeness cold weather
and saying with an emphasis that “It is winter.”
And this is not related to the date December 30th at all …ii

***

I am not optimist about the future, but it does not either mean that I am a pessimist isolated guy waiting 
for a gradual decay. I have learned to utilize every opportunity for thinking and activity, regardless of 
what happens hopefully or hopelessly next. Choosing such an approach, this is the route I passed 
through in 2013:

I tried to perform a study on democratic situation of Iranian cyberspace during a four year period 
coinciding with the second term of Ahmadi-nezhad's presidentship. I aggregated news items by 
watching miscellaneous sites with 
different political viewpoints in a four 
year continued procedure. I collected the 
raw information by subscribing news 
feeds at Google Reader and then began to 
dig into them to analyze all considerable 
and notable happenings. I prepared the 
outcomes of the study in two sequential 
papers. I submitted and presented the first 
part at IAMCR conference in Dublin, 
Ireland.iii Beyond to another experience of 
taking part in an academic international 
gathering, it was a fun hanging around a 
little in memorable Dublin (Who can 
ignore the James Joyce centre, Palace Bar 
guest-house and Howth?) and enjoying 
friendly visits with Kris, Katrin, Maria, 
Justin, Kim, Seyram and Elmira.

I planned for a visit to the Museum of Innocence in a one night stay in Istanbul. I can still feel the taste 
of all moments I spent alone there. When I talk about being alone there, I am aware of semantics of a 
persistent depression feeding me unconsciously with a masochistic ecstasy.

Things to remember in Ireland: Palace Bar guest-house, Howth, James 
Joyce Centre, IAMCR opening session (clockwise from top left).
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Later in the summer, I struggled to finalize a very delayed job. It was a research activity that I was 
really interested in, but due to miscellaneous happenings in recent four years, I could never provide a 
priority to perform it. I always told myself that I would do it “tomorrow” and finally, I reached to that 
“tomorrow” this summer. Not only I had to be responsible for my duty in that activity, but also I 
wanted to get rid of the feeling for disability to finish the job. It was not any more useful and peaceful 
to tell myself damn with an invaluable duty or compare the high list of incomplete works by da Vinci to 
mine! (Do you like my self-esteem?) Anyway, I made my decision and did the job to a satisfying end 
point. It was a research study to suggest a measuring method to assess the information content of 
Persian blogosphere with a multidisciplinary approach based on linguistic concepts and mathematical 
information theory.iv Now, I'm thinking for keeping on the job in a complementary phase to extract a 
paper for presentation and publishing, and also extend the study for finding answers to the aroused 
questions during the research process.

Following my previous experience of attending in MOOCs, I enrolled in three different MOOCs in 
recent months. I chose them according to my personal and professional priorities:

– Foundation of Teaching for Learning  , presented by Professor J. Macbeath (from Cambridge 
University in England, powered by Coursera Organization);

– A Primary Course in College Writing  , presented by Professor M. Sokolik (from Berkeley 
University in US, powered by the EDX);

– The Future of Storytelling  , presented by C. M. Schollerer and a team of other professionals 
(from the University of Applied Science in Potsdam in Germany, powered by iversity platform).

In order to understand the professional relation of these courses to me, one has to remember that I am a 
guy lecturing in an academic position, have to do with resources not in my native language, interested 
in multidisciplinary research activities and authoring reports and papers with a viewpoint that covers 
modern technologies and art and literature.
Regardless of the difficulties I have encountered while attending in such online and international 
courses, including insufficient bandwidth to download videos and take part in online live sessions, 
extensive filtering imposed by Iranian ISPs, and international sanctions against Iranian residents, I am 
still eager to sign up for other MOOCs in future. Specifically, I have signed up for an advanced course 
in college writing to be launched in January 16th and presented by the same professor in Berkeley.

I have also performed another study, that is an extension specific parts of the one presented earlier in 
Dublin. I did an statistical study on some features identifying the behavior of human resources in 
Iranian cyber-army. The outcomes are reported in a paper submitted and accepted for presentation in 
GCRA conference in Colombo, Sri Lanka, in next February.v So, I am waiting for a journey to the 
South Asia.

***

Finally, it must not be forgotten that it was a year in a purgatory-like transition, a situation that is still 
persistent. I am talking about the suspensions in the last months of Ahmadi-nezhad's presidentship. I 
am talking about the election I gave a f....ing vote in favor of nothing. (I have not seen any sign to 
change my opinion about the quality of my vote, yet.)vi I am talking about a complex that can not be 
judged even as an unstable equilibrium: unbroken sanctions, ambiguous negotiations that follow no 
goals for human rights and the “unforgiven” sins.vii

And of course, I can not neglect friends still leaving their home, emigrating to other far countries for a 
future that can not be realized here. If I am not afraid of being unforgiven, but I am worried about the 
friendly moments in the past with no probable repeating chance in the future. I really miss a friendly 
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gang in presence of Maryam and Sara, the sisters who left here for Europe a few months ago. And the 
other members of the gang have not practiced their friendship, as it seems every one has been busy 
with his or her own priorities.

Thus, it is not strange at all that the circumstances remind of the poem by Akhavan: “The Winter”.



i Akhavan   (Mehdi Akhavan-Sales) was a contemporary Persian poet who is famous for his style, combining the classic 
techniques with modern approach to poetry in twentieth century. A well-known selection of his poems is “the Winter”.

ii December 30th reminds the event of a pro-government organized gathering in order to repress the public protests in favor 
of democratic elections in Iran in 2009. The public call their protests as “Green Movement” and the state names it as 
“Fitna” or “the Sedition”.

iii This is the title of the paper I presented in Dublin: “A Four-Year Study of A Cyber Frontline: Governmental Policies and 
Iranian Netizens - Part One”

iv This is the title of the research activity I finished it finally in last September: “Utilizing Information Theory and Linguistic 
Rules in Content Analysis of Persian Weblogs in Two Post-electoral Time Intervals”

v This is the title of the paper I will present in Colombo: “A Quantitative Analysis of the Human Resources Activity of the 
Iranian Cyber-Army”

vi Referring to my Facebook status in June 14  th   2013  .

vii The Iranian Supreme Leader believes that every one who had a part in protests in 2009, has committed at least an 
unforgiven sin. His official site published an info-graphic diagram enlisting 22 unforgiven sins.
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